Parish Pastoral Council of St. Cecilia Church

Meeting Minutes for Thursday, September 27, 2001

Present:
Carole Christensen, Donna Maduell, Lupita Marquez, Mike Palasso, Linda


Conley, Dave McBride, Sharon Meek, Donna Schuetze, George Weivoda

Excused
Father Scott Vandehey, Oswaldo Bernal, Vicke Hammes, Lou Ackerman, 


Chuck Hall, John Meek, Bill Becker

Guest:


Meeting began at 7:08pm with a prayer by Carole Christensen.

June 2001 minutes were approved.

New Member: Two new members joined the council. They are Lou Ackerman (Class 2004) and Linda Connely (Class 2004). Linda was introduced to the council.

Pastor’s Report: No report. Father Scott is in Medjugorje.

Parish Office Staff: Carole Christensen had her first class with 21 adults and ten more coming. There are 18 to 19 children in her program this year compared to five last year. The children’s ages are third through 6th or 7th grades. Three from the 9th grade are joining the adult class. There are seven groups for Bible studies.

Hispanic Ministry: Lupita Marquez will fill in for Oswaldo when he is unable to attend the council meeting. Lupita reported the Hispanic community would be celebrating their five-year anniversary in the gym. The Hispanic community is growing fast. Father Javier will be meeting with them soon to do their twelve-month planning. A retreat is planned for the October 13-14 with a prayer group. Lupita commented that the Memorial Service they did after the September 11 attack on America was done nicely. It was a time to remember families who lost loved ones in New York, Washington D.C. and Pennsylvania, and for all those still working to help with the clean up.
School Advisory Council: Donna Maduell gave a report on the School Advisory Council meeting and about the upcoming accreditation for Fall 2002. There is a lot of work to prepare for accreditation by Kathy Harp, principal and teachers. It will be the school’s second accreditation. It is updated every six years. Kathy Harp listed all the maintenance and improvements done to the school during the summer. Saint Cecilia’s school has 262 students, an increase from last year 255 students. There are a few vacancies. New chairman is Mark Short, a parent from Saint Cecilia.
Disciples in Mission: Mike Palazzo reported activity is starting to pick up once again as the Disciples In Mission groups start preparing for the second of a three-year program. The first year was very successful. Mike shared this good news with the Father Scott and Father Joseph and thanked them for all their support. Mike thanked Bill Becker and Chuck Hall for all they did to give the program its momentum last year. Mike reported there would be training for returning and new leaders on Saturday, November 3 at St. Pius. People interested in attending need to contact Mike. Mike reported last year the church spent $7,000 on materials that was $1,000 less than the projected $8,000 allocated. An internet site set up by the Archdiocese will be available for those who will need extra supplies. St. Cecilia’s had the largest participation in the Archdiocese.

Unfinished Business

Parish Council Five-Year Plan

Sharon expressed many ideas as well as other council members. One idea was to work on in-home masses. If every council member did one mass in their home it would bring the community together. Many members liked the idea. Sharon is looking at the youth liturgy. She needs to meet with Chuck Hall, Kathy Fedr and Julie Wagner. The youth would like to help organize and participate in parts of the mass (i.e. lector, greeter, eucharistic minister, etc.). Will also be looking at the music.

Proposed Amendment(s) to By-laws

Sharon reported the existing bylaws are still being revised. The proposed changes, deletions, and additions should be ready by the next council meeting in October.

Washington County Fair Booth

It was a huge success. Thanks were expressed to Bill Becker and all those who helped with the booth this year. It was well organized and the booth was well attended.

New Business

State of the Parish Report

Sharon brought an example of a report done by another parish. It was a booklet filled with lots of general information about the life and ministries of the church. It contained more information then our yearly Parish Organizations and Ministries pamphlet. It contained information about the church’s yearly reports, number of groups with a short description of their ministry at the church and a lot more.

Election 2001-2002 Chairperson

George Weivoda accepted the position of Chairperson with John Meek as vice chair. Thank you to George and John for filling these leadership positions. A big thank you to Sharon for the last two years as chairperson on the parish council. A job well done. 

Meeting adjourned with prayer.

Next meeting is Thursday, October 25, 2001 at 7:00pm.

respectfully submitted, vicke hammes, recording secretary (Thanks to donna maduell who graciously agreed to take notes of the meeting in my absence)
