Parish Pastoral Council of St. Cecilia Church

Meeting Minutes for Thursday, November 30, 2000

Present:
Oswaldo Bernal, Donna Schuetze, John Meek, Sharon Meek, David McBride, Donna Maduell, Val Bruech, Bill Becker, Sister Patricia, Chuck Hall

Absent


Excused
Fr. Scott Vandehey, Pastor, Fr. Joseph Betschart, P.V., Jun Delosreyes, George Weivoda

Staff Member:
Pat Ellis

Sharon Meek led the group in an opening prayer. The council meeting started at 7:10pm.

The minutes of October 26, 2000 were reviewed and approved as submitted.

New council member Chuck Hall was introduced.

Pastor’s Report: No report.

Parish Office Staff

Pat Ellis shared with the council members her involvement with Religious Education and the Sunday school program. She has worked in this ministry for many years and enjoys the 3, 4, and 5-year-old children as they grow in their understanding and love of God through stories, songs, games and activities. The council members thanked Pat for all the work she has done with the Sunday school program. Pat is also the Wedding Coordinator for the church and instrumental in the Adopt-A-Student program at St. Cecilia’s school.

Hispanic Ministry

Oswaldo reported everything is going fine. He is just waiting for Tuesday December 12 when the Hispanic community honors the apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe with music and mass. The council members advised Oswaldo he needed to put this in the church bulletin so the entire church community knows about the celebration because many parishioners would like to come. It was discussed about how we can open the channels of communication with the Hispanic community. It was suggested that the bulletin announcements be printed on one side in English and the other side in Spanish. Oswaldo will explore this idea.

School Advisory Council

The meeting in November was cancelled. Donna Maduell reported on the October meeting. Approximately 165 surveys were sent out to parents about the school. To date 73 surveys have been returned and reviewed. It was noted and appreciated that mass is celebrated everyday and includes the entire school on Fridays. When the school council reviewed the Standardized tests it showed St. Cecilia’s school above average compared to other schools in the archdiocese. Focus this year is on science and math. A new phone system is in place for the church and the school. It will take some time getting use to the new system. The auction will be Saturday, February 24, 2001. The theme this year is “2001:A School Odyssey”. The council members agreed to donate a gift basket with a religious theme. Every parish council member will bring a religious item to put in the basket at the January meeting. Donna Maduell will put the basket together.

Vocations Committee: Nothing to report.

Unfinished Business

Archdiocese Council Members: No report.

Celebration Sunday

Sharon reported she reviewed Celebration Sunday ideas with members of St. Jude’s Guild. It was discussed at the last council meeting to possibly change the Celebration Sunday idea from once a year to several times throughout the year featuring different organizations, ministries, and guilds on designated Sundays. There was a split reaction among the guild members. Sharon advised they tabled the discussion until their next meeting. Pat Ellis advised she does not participate in Celebration Sunday because the Sunday school is up and running by October. She would like to see Celebration Sunday in September to help promote the Sunday school program. It was suggested the role of the guild would be to setup dates throughout the year and it would be up to each ministry, organization or guild to signup for that particular weekend. Maybe do it four times a year (quarterly). Continue having the Celebration Sundays in the school gymnasium since you already have a captive audience with coffee and donuts.

New Business

Council members welcomed newest council member Chuck Hall. . Chuck replaces Margaret Dever who resigned October 2000.

Disciples in Mission. There will be a commissioning rite for all council members at the 9:00am mass followed by a short meeting after mass.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15pm with a closing prayer.

Next council meeting will be Thursday January 25, 2001.

Respectfully submitted, Vicke Hammes

